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who plays solo."   His knowledge was extensive even as a
young man.   He was not a scholar, but he possessed the
faculty of accumulating knowledge from wheresoever it
came, and a wonderful memory helped him to retain facts,
figures and names.   In the course of conversation, in a
newspaper article, in a book, on a poster or in a theatre
anything that seemed of interest would be stored away
in some pigeon-hole of his memory.   At some future time
it would be produced, embellished by apt association and
a brilliant delivery-   His vast store of learning was the
envy, not only of professional speakers, writers and poli-
ticians, but also of artists.   When the American critic Finck
was speaking about Paderewski's  erudition,  the pianist
Reisenauer, jealous of Paderewski's success, interrupted him
with the words: " Yes, he knows everything, except music."
People were almost as eager to converse with him as to
listen to  his playing.   Friends  particularly enjoyed his
company, as he never failed to leave them with a feeling of
pleasure and optimism.   He hated gloomy faces ; he hated
a pessimistic attitude.   People in whom failure did not
automatically evoke a determination to win a new success
were worthless for him ; people who did not possess suffi-
cient self-restraint to hide their sorrows from the outer world
were not acceptable company.   Paderewski's own mentality
was too active and too nervous to allow him to brood over
a failure, and as he had trained himself so well to conceal
all  forms   of inner depression,   he   inevitably expected
a similar attitude in other people.   The man who could
make a good joke, who took defeat cheerfully, who enjoyed
good food and good drink, was sure to make friends with
Paderewski.
Even as men delighted in his charm and his brilliant
intellect, so women adored the flattery of his manner. The
best traditions of ancient social life in Poland seemed re-
incarnated in him. Indeed, he had the art of making a
Qjieen remember that she was a woman, and of making
every woman forget that she was not a Queen. He was

